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element existing in the country is acutely aware. Indeed,
the emphasis placed on education and all its problems is
one of the most prominent features of present-day affairs.
Everybody who matters knows that to a large extent India
will stand or fall by the success, or lack of success, of her
efforts to educate her citizens.
The importance of the subject is universally understood.
But the joyous and carefree attitude of the majority of vocal
India leaves the observer with anjmeasy feeling that that
scale of the job is less thoroughly apprehended.
An accurate picture of Indian education is hard to arrive
at. In the first place, figures for literacy are deceptive.
Each province and state has in the past had its own standards
to work on; and it does not always follow through that
those who pass as literate in one area would necessarily be
accepted in others. In the second place, any approximate
estimate has to be based on the old figures for British India,
now split up between India and Pakistan and the states
which have adhered to the new India.
Roughly twelve per cent of the population can pass tests
which permit them to be recorded as literate. Five out of
every six who can read or write are men. Those facts are
fairly firm. Once an attempt is made to go beyond those
simplicities, the trouble begins. Nobody I met in the new
India was prepared to hazard even a guess as to how many
of the literate members of the population could be described
as educated, even in the broadest sense of the term.
Taking the bare minimum of literacy as the objective,
the task ahead is sufficient to daunt the boldest. In the old
British India, in the last year for which statistics are avail-
able, there was accommodation for roughly seventeen
million students. That total included pretty well every
school and institution of any kind which could be considered
as contributing to the educational equipment of the country.
Some of the Indian states, especially in the south, were
ahead of the average in British India ; but in the states as